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MARK YOUR CALENDAR
2014

July10: DNA Group Meeting 7 pm
Aug 16: CIG Meeting 10 am
No General Meetings, in July or August
Aug 2: Beginners Breakfast, Star, 9:00am

DNA Group
Meeting Thursday, July 10, 2014

LDS Church, San Rafael
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

We will be discussing uploading results to other sites, 
such as YSearch, mitoSearch, GEDmatch etc.
There will be time for some general questions.

- Presented by Vernon Smith

Computer Interest Group
CIG Meeting Saturday, August 16, 2014

Auditorium, Villa Marin, San Rafael
10:00 am - Noon

Topic: The Genealogy Cloud - What is this “Cloud”
all about  and how can I use it?
- Presented by Gene Pennington

Saturday Breakfast, August 2, 2014, at 9:00 am
MCGS members and all beginners are invited

for breakfast on a Saturday each month at 
Star Restaurant, 1700 Novato Blvd. in Novato at

9:00am. Join us for food and discussion. 

There will not be a General Meeting
in July or August to allow for vacation time.

Please remember to bring your
recyclable items to our general meetings!

Upcoming Events

SFBAJGS. Sunday, July 20, 2014 at 1:30 pm.
“Legacy of Rescue: Recovering a Story of Courage 
during the Holocaust ”, presented by Marta Fuchs.
Marta will talk about the research she did for her in-
tergenerational memoir of her father, Morton (Miksa) 
Fuchs, and Zoltán Kubinyi, the man who saved him 
and more than 100 other Hungarian Jewish men dur-
ing the Holocaust.
Rhoda Goldman Plaza,
2180 Post Street, San Francisco 94115.
http://www.jewishgen.org/sfbajgs/calendar.html

California Genealogical Society
Saturday, July 26, 2014, 9:30 am to 12:30 pm.
“Record Sets: Immigration, Passenger Lists, Natu-
ralization & Passports” 
Professional genealogist Janice Sellers will identify 
resources and provide tools and strategies to help 
you make the leap to another country. Finding in-
formation in the U.S. to assist you is the first step.
2201 Broadway, Suite LL2
Oakland, CA 94612
Register here

2014 International Genetic Genealogy Conference
August 15, 16 and 17, 2014
National 4-H Youth Conference Center 
Washington, D. C
Sponsored by The Institute for Genetic Genealogy
The speakers include many of the most knowledge-
able genetic genealogists and population geneticists 
from around the world.   More at http://i4gg.org/

Events continued on page 2

 http://www.maringensoc.org
http://www.jewishgen.org/sfbajgs/calendar.html
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/record-sets-immigration-passenger-lists-naturalization-passports-tickets-11971718733?aff=Website
http://i4gg.org/


California Genealogical Society and NEHGS
Saturday, September 13, 2014, 9:00 am to 3:30 pm.
“Navigating New England and NY Resources ” 
Join the New England Historic Genealogical Society 
and the California Genealogical Society at a one-day 
seminar on exploring your New England and New 
York roots.
Hotel Shattuck Plaza, 2086 Allston Way, Berkeley, 
California. 
Early bird registration by July 31, 2014
Register here

Meet the Member
A new series featuring each month a different 

member of our Society.
This month it is our Past President, Jim Robinson

 I am not a “Boomer”,  but a pre-World War 
(II) baby. I was born in Feb 1939 in Kalamazoo, 
Michigan.  Before my sixth birthday, I can remember 
looking at the news-stand at the corner and seeing the 
news about the front lines in Europe depicted above 
the fold.  [My mother had been born as a pre-World 
War(I) baby with a birthday of 11/11/11.]
 I attended public schools in Michigan & 
Ohio, and between doing well enough in 8th grade in 
Toledo, and following my older (by 4 years) brother’s 
tracks, I was able to attend Culver Military Academy 
in Indiana instead of High School.  I considered that 
a real privilege, and loved it.  I followed that up with 
Oberlin College, which had a good reputation, but I 
did not care for it, so I transferred to the University of 
Toledo, where we had been living, and studied Civil 
Engineering.  After one year I added ROTC to the 
academic list, so in 1963 I graduated with 2 career 
paths, one as a 2nd Lieutenant in the Army Reserve, 
and one as a Civil Engineer working for State Agen-
cies in California.  I later found a “home” working 
at BART in San Francisco/Oakland, and worked in 
many facets of the project.  My last assignment there 
was on the PAX project [extending the Concord Line 

Events continued from page 1 to Bay Point and then to Pittsburg.]  I retired from 
BART in 2002.  While doing my Army Reserve 
Active Duty [2 yrs], I spent one year in Korea from 
1964(Oct) to 1965(Nov).
 I initially got interested in genealogy as a 
teenager when I had my grandmother explain how 
to determine the relationships of cousins (of which I 
had 20, including both sides).  When I got married I 
calculated the percentages of nationality and ethnicity 
the children would have, not realizing how crude the 
numbers were.  In 1987 I was finally able to take Joy 
Lehman’s class in basic genealogy in Novato Adult 
Education and learned the “correct way” of doing 
things.  I joined MCGS after that and began partici-
pating in activities.  I spent 15 years on the Board 
of Directors, 7 as President.  Currently I am holding 
down the position of Past President.
 I suspect every genealogist has a major brick 
wall to deal with, and I definitely do.  My great uncle, 
Jay Lamont Robinson, in 1943 put together a descen-
dancy  chart for William Robinson of Dorchester, 
Mass [I’m in generation #11].  The first three gen-
erations [William, Increase Sr., Increase Jr.] are 
solid; plenty of records to verify their existence and 
relationships.  The problem comes with generation 
#4 [Patrick Robinson], whose records trail does not 
include Birth, Marriage, or Death dates.  Jay Lamont 
said that he wrote hundreds of letters to New Eng-
land records holders, all with the same result: No 
Records.  So he took it upon himself to place Patrick: 
using the relationships of other family members he 
deduced that Patrick “had” to be the child of Gen #3, 
Increase Robinson Jr. and Mehitable Williams.  Find-
ing an opening in the birth pattern, he chose 1698 as 
the likely year.  This “theory” has been sent around to 
libraries and other institutions, and picked up on the 
internet.  The problem, of course, is that the method 
of drawing these conclusions does not meet modern 
standards.  If Patrick is disproven for the position 
chosen for him, then something like three-quarters of 
the chart will disappear [including me!]
 Somewhere around 2009 my wife Joan, who 
is an avid quilter [our converted garage has become a 
quilting factory] told me that the Marin Senior Infor-
mation Faire was on at the Civic Center and I should 
go and check it out.  Her quilting group decorates the 
main hallway and has a booth in Room B each year, 
so she is well versed in that activity.  When I walked 
into the Exhibit Hall, I immediately recognized that 

http://tinyurl.com/nyc97zc


we, (MCGS), needed to be there.  It was a “hap-
penin’” place:  packed like a market, people scurrying 
in every direction, booths galore, high noise levels 
from excited conversations.  I found a rare unused 
spot to sit on and filled up a whole sheet of paper with 
notes on how we could fit into this milieu.  I had a 
plan, and when I came back I told President Williams 
we had to be a part of it; we had to get our brand out 
there.  The first year of our booth we did not worry 
about incorporating the theme into our presentation, 
but each year developed the connection more strong-
ly, until in 2013 the theme, ”Rails, Sails, and Other 
Tales”, fit genealogy like a glove: “Rails” to represent 
Orphan Trains, “Sails” to represent immigrant ships in 
the early days, and “Other Tales” to represent miscel-
laneous stories.  With a great deal of help from many 
member volunteers, our booth garnered the Blue Rib-
bon prize for ”Best All Around Booth” for our group 
(MCGS).
 I’m a bit of an old fashioned researcher.  I 
enjoy visiting county court houses, and I love to read 
the stories.  My best advice is “Don’t forget to get the 
stories and include them in your write-ups!”

Welcome to the New Officers for 2014 - 15

President - Sierra Pope
1st VP  & Programs - Susan Trumbull
2nd VP - Vernon Smith - (Newsletter)

Secretary - Sandy Smith
Treasurer - Conn Rusche
Registrar - Nancy Fabian

Jim Robinson (Past President)
Sonja Jensen - (LDS Liaison)

Directors:
Phyllis Garratt (Consultant)

Erin Lacey - (Publicity)
Shirley Hudson - (Hospitality)

Committee chairpersons
Library - Jo Ann Rowley-Minhoto &

Drusilla Miller
Field Trips - Will Deady

Sales - Paul & Carolyn Hacker
Recycle - Mary Lee Sammis

Research - Cathy Gowdy
Web Site - Gene Pennington

Need a ride to meetings?
Contact any board member for ideas of which 

members live near you.

Family History Center and the
Genealogical Society Library

Located at the LDS Church, 220 North San
Pedro Road, San Rafael
Phone: (415) 479-2793

Wed. & Fri. : 9:00AM to 1:00PM
Tuesday 1:00PM to 9:00PM
Thurs.: 5:00PM to 9:00PM

Closed: Saturday and Monday

Blog Spot
A recent blog post by Kitty Cooper discusses
“The Advantages of Working with a One World 
Tree”

Sam Sturgis relates the story of “A Suspicious First 
Cousin” on the Vita Brevis blog.

Dick Eastman blogs about the announcement fot the 
2014 British Institute, in Salt Lake City in October.

Randy Seaver tells “How to Put a Family Tree on 
Ancestry Member Tree With Media Items”.

From the KQED Science blog, “You Can Transform 
Your Genetic Ancstry Into Health Info,  But Your 
Results May Vary”.

Not a blog, but you may want to watch this YouTube 
video on “Genealogical Proof Standard: An Intro-
duction”, by Crista Cowan.

Please Welcome Our New Members:
Joan Blanchard, Novato, CA
Researching: McKinley, Holt, Blanchard
Sue Torres, Fairfax, CA
Researching: Kaufman, Conron, Torres
Prudence Kerr

Tax deductible donations to the Marin County Ge-
nealogicalSociety can be a way to honor a special 
person.The family, or other designated party, will 
receive an acknowledgement of your gift.
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Marin Mystery Location
This historic grave is located somewhere in Marin 
County. 
Can you identify where it is located, who is buried 
there, and what this person was famous for?
The solution is upside down on the right. 
(photo courtesy of JasonH)

Solution to the July 2014 Mystery Location  
Grave site of Samuel P. Taylor and his wife.
Samuel Penfield Taylor and a group of friends pur-
chased a schooner and set sail for San Francisco in 
1849 in search of gold. When they arrived, Samuel 
found a wooden cask filled with eggs floating near 
the shore. After cooking the eggs, he overturned the 
cask and sold the eggs on the beach. After two years 
of profitable food sales, he eventually left to try his 
hand at panning for gold. His gold panning netted him  
over $5000 and he opened a lumberyard in San Fran-
cisco, bought 100 acres in Marin for the lumber, and 
built the Pioneer paper mill. After the North Pacific 
Coast Railroad was built in 1874, he established the 
town of Taylorville and then the Camp Taylor recre-
ation campsite area.
The location of the grave area in Samuel P. Taylor 
State Park is shown in this brochure.

http://www.summitpost.org/samuel-p-taylor-grave-site/566086
http://www.parks.ca.gov/pages/469/files/SamuelPTaylorWebBrochure2012.pdf

